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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “The on-going experiments of 
the traditional healers with medicinal insect Tortoise beetle Aspidomorpha miliaris (Coleoptera: 
Chrysomelidae) in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research 
document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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I have mentioned in previous article that the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh specialized in use of medicinal 
insects and mites, show special interest in insects feeding on medicinal herbs. They claim that many times the 
insect feeding on specific medicinal herb can be used more safely as medicine than the specific herb because 
inside the insect body, the toxic content of herb nullifies. The example of medicinal insect of Datura sp. is 
sufficient to prove this effect. Datura is considered as poisonous herb having narcotic properties. Datura can not 
be added as such in wine but the excreta of insect feeding on this herb possess less narcotic properties and it is 
added in wine to make it more powerful (?) by the natives of many parts of Chhattisgarh. You will get many 
such examples in my previous articles. Tortoise beetle Aspidomorpha miliaris (Fabricius, 1775) infests many 
crops and weeds in Chhattisgarh. The main hosts are Kanda (Jpomoea batatas), Beshram (Ipomoea carnea), 
Karmatta Bhaji (Ipomoea aquatica), Muscaini Bhaji (Ipomoea reniformis) etc. Two years back I presented many 
beetles collected from different herbs to the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh specialized in use of medicinal 
insects and mites, with request to evaluate and search the medicinal properties and uses of this Beetle. As Kanda 
is under cultivation as field crop, the presence of this beetle in crop fields is avoided and it is considered as 
problematic pest. The one of the reasons for request was to establish this problematic insect as medicinal insect 
among the Kanda growers, so that when this insect will attack the crop fields instead of applying insecticides the 
farmers will collect this medicinal insect and sell it to the potential buyers, engaged in manufacture of medicines 
from this insect. Two years back many healers particularly the senior healers started their research. They asked 
me about the medicinal uses of Beshram (Ipomoea carnea) because this herb is newly introduced herb in 
Chhattisgarh, only few decades back. When I informed them that the traditional healers of many parts of 
Chhattisgarh are using its latex in treatment of Safed Daag (Leucoderma), they got the clue and started their 
experiments. Many healers showed interest in Tortoise beetle feeding on Muscaini Bhaji. In two years, I visited 
to these healers many times a year. Last month I got some promising information on new uses of this beetle. 
Without any delay, I am eager to document this important information in order to avoid its misuse. The 
traditional healers who have focused their studies of Tortoise beetle feeding on Beshram, found it more 
promising in treatment of Leucoderma as compared to Beshram latex. Beshram latex causes irritation many 
times but when the adults of Tortoise beetle are used in form of aqueous paste, in specific way, it causes no 
irritation. The healers are adding Bemchi (Psoralea corylifolia) seeds with this aqueous paste in order to make it 
more promising. I got opportunity to interact with the different patients taking this secret but effective treatment. 
They were happy with the progress. The traditional healers who have focused their studies on Muscaini 
confirmed that the Beetles feeding on Muscaini are showing promising results in flushing out the Pathri (Renal 
Calculi). These two findings are great and important news for the whole world community. This is a contribution 
of the healers of present generation for the next generation. 


Many such studies are in progress in different parts of Chhattisgarh. I am in touch with the healers engaged in 
these studies. From time to time, I will give the details of recent progress through my articles. 


New Comments added on June 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 16000 Formulations in which Aspidomorpha 
collected from different Ipomoea species is added as important ingredient. In these Formulations Aspidomorpha 
is used with Herbal Ingredients. In Pycnospora, Psoralea and Blumea based Formulations it is added as 
secondary ingredient. These Formulations are used internally in treatment of bleeding Piles. In Pisum, Cicer 
and Caesalpinia based Formulations it is added as tertiary ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment 
of stomach disorders. In treatment of Gallstones the Traditional Healers of Chhattisgarh use Zornia, Rothia and 
Entada based Formulations. Aspidomorpha is added as quaternary ingredient in these Formulations. These 
Formulations are popular among the Healers of Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand. In Memecylon, 
Passiflora and Wattakaka based Formulations for Osteoporosis the Healers add it as senary ingredient. In 
Trichosanthes, Curcuma caesia and Telia Kand based Formulations for Blood cancer it is added as senary 
ingredient. In general these Formulations are used at advanced stage of the disease. In Acanthospermum, 
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Silybum, Xanthium and Tacca based Formulations for Diabetes Complications it is added as nonary ingredient. 
For information on complete Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much reading the article. 
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